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What is visual impairment? 

Children are not born with full vision. 

Vision continues to develop until 5-7 years of age. The table below shows how 
vision develops in children. Reduced vision during this period of development is 
normal and not regarded as a visual impairment. 

Typical normal distance vision 

Age 
Distance vision 
Snellen Metres 

Distance vision 
LogMAR 

Near vision 

Birth 6/300 1.0 + difficult to assess accurately 

3 months 6/90 to 6/30 1.0 to 0.7 difficult to assess accurately 

6 months 6/36 to 6/30 0.8 to 0.7 difficult to assess accurately 

9 months 6/24 0.6 difficult to assess accurately 

12 months 6/18 0.4 to 0.5 difficult to assess accurately 

18 months 6/12 0.3 difficult to assess accurately 

2 years 6/12 to 6/9  0.2 to 0.3 6/12 

3 years 6/9 to 6/6 0 to 0.2 6/12 

3 - 5 years 6/9 to 6/6 0 to 0.2 6/9 

7 years 6/9 to 6/6 0 to 0.2 6/6 (N5 print) 
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