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Dear Headteacher/SENCO
Inclusion Development Programme (IDP) and OnLine Inset (OI)

· Schools have been introduced to the IDP resources through a number of workshops.

· The Local Authority will continue to support schools in their implementation of the IDP Wave 1 professional development resource.

· The Local Authority would like to draw schools’ attention to the professional development resource, OnLine Inset.  This resource comprises online study and provides subject knowledge, skills and strategies at Waves 2 and 3.

· Information about OnLine Inset is being disseminated at SENCO Network meetings in Term 6.

Since 2008 the National Strategies have provided a suite of resources called the Inclusion Development Programme designed as professional development for staff in order to support them meeting higher incidences of Special Educational Needs.  The Local Authority has now facilitated a number of workshops across the county to familiarise schools with the materials.  Schools should contact the Local Education Team if they require further support with the implementation of the Inclusion Development Programme.

In order for school staff to develop their subject knowledge further the Authority is now very pleased to be able to offer OnLine Inset courses across Wiltshire.

The courses available are;

Understanding Autism

Understanding and Managing Behaviour

Inclusion for Speech and Language Needs

Dyslexia

Motor co-ordination Difficulties

Understanding Visual Impairment ** (see additional information)

Understanding Hearing Impairment ** (see additional information)

The courses are for all school staff who come into contact with pupils who have Special Educational Needs. 

Each course will involve two taught sessions in school and individual online study of between 8 – 12 hours.  Students are expected to set goals for themselves and the pupils they work with and evaluate these after course completion.  The course duration will be approximately twelve weeks.  The feedback from schools who have engaged with the courses during recent months has been extremely positive and there has been a marked impact on knowledge and skills and on professional practice.   

The courses will be chargeable as follows;

1 - 10 participants - £250

11 – 20 participants - £350

21 – 30 participants - £400

These costs represent excellent value for money when considered in terms of the quality of resources, average price per head and the long term impact of the training.  Smaller schools may like to share costs and join together for the two taught sessions.

The Understanding Hearing Impairment and Understanding Visual Impairment courses are organised in a slightly different way, due to the low incidence need of these difficulties.  As such these courses are provided free to participants working directly with pupils with difficulties in these areas.  The Sensory Impairment Service will ensure courses are offered to appropriate school staff.

All SENCOS will have the opportunity to see a demonstration of the materials at the SENCO Network Meetings being held in Term 6 at the following sessions;

22 June 2.00 – 4.00 pm Manor Fields Primary School

22 June 1.30 – 3.30 pm Bitham Brook Primary School

28 June 2.00 – 4.00 pm Redland Primary School

29 June 1.30 – 3.30 pm Holy Trinity Primary School, Calne
Please confirm your attendance at any of the above meetings with your Advisory Teacher for SEN.

To access a demonstration of the OnLine Inset courses please go to the website 
www.sentrain.net .  If your school is interested in participating in these courses please contact Samantha Eldridge by email - samantha.eldridge@wiltshire.gov.uk and a member of the Learning Support Service will contact you.

I hope that your SENCO is able attend one of the SENCO network meetings if they have not already done so to see a demonstration of these courses and that you will consider this valuable online training when planning for the professional development of staff  in your school.

Yours faithfully

Tracy Evans

Online Inset Co-ordinator
Tel: 01249 659223

Fax: 01249 659286
email: tracy.evans@wiltshire.gov.uk
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